
January 7, 2020 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Redland called the Organizational meeting of the Norman County Board to order at 9:15 a.m. with 

the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were present.   

Chairman Redland turned the meeting over to Auditor/Treasurer Hanson to call for nominations for 

Chairman for 2020.  A/T Hanson called for nominations for 2020 Chairman at which time Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to nominate LeeAnn Hall as Chairman for 2020, to cease nominations and cast a 

unanimous ballot.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously 

approved.   

The meeting was then turned over to the newly elected Chairman and Chairman Hall called for nominations 

for the Vice Chair for 2020.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to nominate Commissioner Jacobson 

for the Vice Chair position, cease nominations and cast a unanimous ballot.  Commissioner Redland seconded 

the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Hall then asked if all commissioners had received their agenda and if there were any additions to 

the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with additions.  Commissioner 

Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Chairman Hall then asked if all commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the December 19th and 

27th meetings.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 19th 

meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 27th meeting as submitted.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Hall then proceeded with the task of reviewing the Committee Appointments.  Board members 

proceeded with appointments to existing committees, with a few changes from the 2019 appointments.  

Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the committee appointments as noted.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  The list of Committee Members will be 

updated by A/T Hanson and kept on file in the A/T Office.   

The next item of business was the newspaper bids for local publishing.  A/T Hanson read the bids from the 

Norman County Index and Twin Valley Times.   Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 

Norman County Index as the Official Newspaper for 2020, with the Twin Valley Times publishing the 2nd 

printing of the 2019 Financial Statement as well as the Delinquent Tax Listing.  Commissioner Gunderson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on the agenda was the setting of 2020 board meeting dates.  The board agreed to generally 

stay with the first Tuesday following the first Monday of the month and the third Thursday for their regularly 

scheduled meetings with a few changes, namely June 18th changed to the 25th, and November 3rd changed to 

November 10th.  Jill Murray, County Assessor, requested to set the CBA&E meeting for June 22nd at 6:30 p.m.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to set the board dates as discussed for 2020, with regular board 

meetings beginning at 9:15 a.m. unless otherwise noted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 

and all voted in favor.   

Discussion then moved to the mileage reimbursement rate for 2020.  A/T Hanson noted the IRS standard 

mileage rate for reimbursement for 2020 is 57.5 cents per driven mile, down .5 cents from 2019.  



Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to set the 2020 mileage reimbursement rate per the IRS standard 

mileage rate.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Discussion then moved to the meeting per diem for committee meetings.  Commissioner Redland noted that 

he had learned that some counties have a different rate for meetings held outside the county, from meetings 

within the county.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to keep the meeting per diem at $60 per 

meeting, the same as 2019.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item of discussion was the meal reimbursement rate, currently at $12 for breakfast, $14 for lunch, 

and $18 for evening meal.  Jill Murray, Assessor, brought forward a proposal to change the meal 

reimbursement to a maximum of $44 per day with receipts, which would allow more flexibility when 

attending meetings where a catered meal may exceed the allowable current rate for breakfast, lunch or 

dinner.  Jill noted that she had the support of the department heads for this proposal.  After some discussion, 

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to change the meal reimbursement to a maximum of $44 per day 

with itemized receipts, not to include tip or alcohol as in the Personnel Policy.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and on vote there were 3 yeas and 2 nays coming from Commissioners Gunderson and 

Bommersbach.  Motion carried.   

The next item of discussion was gopher and beaver bounty.  2019 Gopher bounty was set at $1.50 per 

gopher and 2019 Beaver bounty was set at $50.00 per beaver.  Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to 

approve gopher bounty at $1.50 per gopher and beaver bounty at $50.00 per beaver for 2020.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve board appointed committee per diems at $60, the same 

as the Commissioner per diem rate.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    

The next item on the agenda was to set the AMC Voting Delegates and Committee Members for 2020.  

Commissioner Bommersbach asked if Commissioner Redland would consider allowing him to serve on the 

Public Safety Policy Committee as he has been working on increased funding for Emergency Management 

and would like to continue that work with Garry Johanson, and if Nathan would serve on the Health & 

Human Services Committee that he currently sits on.  Commissioner Redland was agreeable with this change.  

Keith Berndt was added as a voting delegate to replace Jerilyn Swenson.  Commissioner Bommersbach made 

a motion to approve the AMC Voting Delegates and Committee Members for 2020 as discussed.  

Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  A/T Hanson will get this information 

submitted to the Association of Minnesota Counties.   

Discussion next moved to the 2020 appointments to the NW Regional Emergency Communications Board 

and Regional Advisory Committee appointments.  Sheriff Thornton requested that Nichole Thompson be an 

alternate on the RAC in case he was unable to attend the meeting.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 

to approve NWRECB appointment of LeeAnn Hall with Marvin Gunderson as alternate, and RAC members of 

Jeremy Thornton with Nichole Thompson as alternate.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Chairman Hall call for a short break at 10:00 a.m.   

At 10:07 a.m. Chairman Hall called the meeting back to order with Keith Berndt, Highway Engineer, 

addressing the board with regard to recent changes to the Federal Motor Carriers Safety Administration’s 

drug and alcohol use and testing regulations including but not necessarily limited to the Commercial Driver’s 

License Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse Reporting Requirements 49 CFR part 382.  Engineer Berndt provided 



an 18-page draft policy amendment to update the current Norman County Personnel Policy to include the 

requirements that are specific to CDL drivers.  After some discussion, it was the consensus of the board to 

have Attorney Brue check this over and also run it by the union as well, and then hopefully it could be 

approved at the January 16th meeting.   

Additionally, Engineer Berndt, updated the board on 2020 projects for the upcoming construction season.  

Engineer Berndt recommended that they delay the CSAH 3 paving from the Red River to TH 75 until 2021 to 

insure we have a good foundation.  This will allow them to do any additional work that may be required to 

the subgrade and base this season.   

Commissioner Gunderson inquired as to the plan for CR 18 for 2020.  Engineer Berndt noted that the plans 

are completed and documentation for those plans on CR 18 which include a triple box culvert have been sent 

to the state.  He anticipates that they will be able to bid this in the near future.   

Keith also recommended that they complete the following work as part of the CSAH 25 overlay contract in 

Hendrum.  He noted they have a balance in the Municipal State Aid account that can be used for this.   

Engineer Berndt also recommended milling and overlay of CSAH 46 except for the section that was recently 

overlaid near the school as that is still in good shape.  Keith also would like to ident the worst areas and 

include some patching and a thin overlay on those sections of CH 106 in the contract for those areas.   

In Halstad he would like to mill and overlay CSAH 51 and 50.  He also noted the short stretch between 120th 

St and 4th Ave East is in an advanced state of deterioration and he feels that section should have a full depth 

reclamation.   

Engineer Berndt also noted that he has been working to update the 5-year plan for construction and would 

like to bring it to the board for consideration in February.   

At 10:30 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman Mahnomen Public Health Director, entered the meeting to share several 

items with the board.  The first item on Ms. Kjono’s public health update was to note that Aimee Eggen who 

works with their Passenger Safety – Child Car seats program applied for a position on the MN Child Passenger 

Safety Advisory Council.  Ms. Kjono feels this is a leadership opportunity and Aimee was notified that she was 

selected by the state to serve on this council.  This will involve four meetings per year.   

The next item on Ms. Kjono’s update was a Child Care Project that came about as part of the EDA Making It 

Home Project in which Sarah along with Kim Myers chaired a discussion group which showed a large child 

care shortage in the Norman County East area, with a need to develop strategies to increase the number of 

high-quality child care slots.  Through their involvement with this process, the community of Norman County 

East was selected by First Children’s Finance to receive community consultation around the supply of child 

care.  Generous funding for this work is provided by the MN Dept of Human Services.  They have formed a 

team of community stakeholders as well as professionals and are researching the idea of forming Family 

Child Care Pods within the Twin Valley Assisted Living Center.   

The next item of update on Sarah’s list was the Community Health Board Nurse Practitioner position that 

they have been trying to fill.  They have been using Melissa Hayes as a contracted professional but she 

doesn’t have much time to give them.  Sarah noted that Deanna Pepper has expressed an interest, and would 

be able to provide them one day a week, stating the contract would be through the Community Health Board 

but she wanted the county to be aware of this possible change which would then allow them to get their 

Women’s Clinics back on track.   



The next item of update from Ms. Kjono was the receipt of a Medica Foundation Grant in the amount of 

$5,000 for rural health initiatives.  Sarah noted they are looking at expanding services in the TV area for their 

WIC Clinic and also Family Planning services.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the 

Medica Foundation Grant.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The next item on Ms. Kjono’s agenda was the matter of school contracts for the 2019-2020 school year.  

Sarah relayed that the NCE contract was for up to 100 hours of nurse time for $5,000, Mahnomen was for up 

to 225 hours at $11,250 with Ashley Braun providing this coverage, Ada-Borup up to 350 hours for $17,500 

and NCW was on an hourly basis for their K-5 program.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve 

the NMPH School Contracts for the 2019-2020 school year.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Kjono then updated the board on Infectious Diseases, particularly Pertussis, with one child under 1 year 

old being diagnosed with the State of MN doing most of the follow-up.  Sarah also noted that there have 

been a number of cases of RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus) being diagnosed along with a lot of influenza like 

illness and a lot of Influenza B across the state.  Sarah stated that the State of Minnesota has had 8 influenza 

deaths thus far, none of them children.   

At 11:15 a.m. David Stene, CFO, entered the meeting with some information regarding the 2020 tax levy, 

stating that he had reconfigured the county program aid within, the net levy did not change.   

Mr. Stene also addressed the Morris Electronics contract for the years 2020-2021, noting the base contract 

stayed the same at $47,184 per year, providing 52 on site visits each year.   Discussion centered on the fact 

that there was not specific indication that Shawn Larsen would be providing a visit each year and Mr. Stene 

was asked to contact Morris Electronics regarding this change.  The board will address this contract at a later 

date.   

Chairman Hall then asked if commissioners had the opportunity to look over the bills.  Commissioner 

Bommersbach made a motion to approve the bills as presented: 

Revenue -- $57,425.44   Road & Bridge -- $95,547.68  Building -- $2,499.61 

Human Services -- $5,576.00  Public Health -- $2,694.09  Solid Waste -- $219.25 

County Homes -- $320.25  Total -- $164,282.32 

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson brought forward a K-9 donation in the amount of $50 from Lyle & Joyce Simonson.  

Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the donation with many thanks to the Simonson’s for their 

donation.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward a donation from the Wild Rice Lutheran Church Ladies Aid in the amount 

of $100 to the Crime Victim Advocate Program.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to accept the 

donation with many thanks to the WR Lutheran Ladies Aid for their donation.  Commissioner Jacobson 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

A/T Hanson then brought forward a proposed resolution regarding overpayment of State Deed Tax with the 

change the 2019 Legislature made to how the Deed Tax is determined beginning January 2020.  A/T Hanson 

explained that she is trying to be proactive in this instance so if she has an overpayment she can still process 



the paperwork without holding up the process, and without having to refund minimal amounts to individuals, 

title companies, banks, etc.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to adopt CR 01-07-2020 a Resolution Regarding Overpayment of State 

Deed Tax beginning January 1, 2020.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and on roll call vote 

there were 5 yeas and the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the 

Auditor-Treasurer’s Office.   

At 11:35 a.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting.  At the request of the media, a 2020 picture was taken.   

 

 

_________________________________________  ____________________________________ 

Lee Ann Hall, Chairman       Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 

 


